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macdonald block drawings 2009
given a section of a larger university of toronto campus/ ontario government site, tape measures, sketchbooks, and awkward stares 

provided for an exercise in documentation and expressive orthographic drawing// autocad x photoshop//
1/ north entrance elevation// defi ning a repetitive tower hiding a recessed podium

2/ tower x podium section// highlighting the shifted volumes of the buildings, and looking through the corridors of the podium
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2009
1/ isometric material study// peeling away the surfaces of the hallways and conference rooms 

to give an account of that which comprises what our eyes see
2/ rendered plan// experimenting with combining photographs and a detailed plan gives life to the drawing

macdonald block drawings
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zwing 2007
who says adults can’t have fun? with the zwing, one is encouraged to trample through the sand and enjoy the swing; the tubular design of the structure 

frames the scenery for the seated individual. when he or she has had enough, pick up the rake and restore the zen garden’s tranquil ripples. 
abandoning the tool-fi lled garden shed, this fresh and simple design promotes meditation and contemplation - with a twist!

theSpotBrief.com: the shed brief competition// top 6 shortlisted// sketchup x photoshop//

“certainly a one-liner, this gains in charm what it loses in complexity.” - the architects’ journal
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keele housing 2007
a housing complex for keele and bloor. a site backed by the TTC subway station and exposed to high park at the southwest corner, this 

design elevates the living quarters above the hustle of everyday life while providingareas for community gathering.
an interesting facade and structure is generated by the composition of multiple layers of horizontal and vertical elements.

1/ SE perspective// revit/
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keele housing 2007
1/ plans+sections// revit/

2/ sectional model// foamcore x matboard x acrylic// facade pattern study
3/ 3D model// 3DS max// tearing away the layers
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keele housing 2009
4/ unit plans// revit// interior furniture and partition layouts for the four unit types

 5/ bachelor unit interior perspective// revit x 3DS MAX/

bachelor 01room 01F 01room 02F 02room custom 01F custom 02F
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bubble studies/ bubble fl ats 2008
beginning with a study of a bubble’s surface tensions, a series of photographic documentations 

and sculptural interpretations provides inspiration for architecture
1/ birth+death// photoshop// the brief but beautiful life cycle of a bubble in a stream on site
2/ bubble force// wood x string// like in a bubble, tension from all directions forms a volume
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a morbid procession/ bubble fl ats 2008
relating to the previous cube and returning to the site, three vignettes are generated describing the entry, fl ow, and fi nal destination.

the sequence not only acts as a provocative set of morbid women, but provides a possible mood for the project: a surreal and uncomfortable existence. 
the uniting element, the white threads, plays an increasingly dramatic role through the set: tying down, holding together two repelling elements, and tearing apart.

/photoshop//
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tensegrity models/ bubble fl ats 2008
a further study of bubble physics and tensile structures leads to a study of tensegrity structures.  inspiration drawn from buckminster fuller’s 

repeated three-member simplexes, a variation utilizing a fabric in tension forms a new concept
1/ fabric tensegrity// nylon x wooden dowels/

2/ three-member simplexes// string x wooden dowels x acrylic/
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tensegrity vignettes/ bubble fl ats 2008
utilizing the previous tensegrity models, a series of vignettes depicts the possible methods of utilization for each structural concept:

fabric structures form volumes that open as a space frame while the three-member simplexes form truss-like networks 
/photoshop//
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in an industry where stunts and surprises push the boundaries of style and taste, this design for an exclusive runway 
ensures that the newest fashions come out in the greatest environment.

settled along the shores of RARE, a secluded, scenic site allows for quiet backdrop for a loud entrance.
strong lines rip through the hemispherical domes, guiding fashionistas to a head-on encounter with a runway that domi-
nates the scene as it fl oats above the water’s surface. high fashion is placed on a pedestal, separated by the shoreline. 
inspired by the surface tensions of bubbles, a study of tension of threads and fabrics spawns a fresh method of fabric 
tensegrity; a perfect cover for a burgeoning fashion center. 

the project undergoes an evolution of sorts, refl ecting the progressive understanding and creative utilization of tenseg-
rity concepts; commonplace tensegrity simplexes evolve into complex fabric-based tensegrity networks.

utilizing this concept as a skin and capitalizing on its large open forms, the tensegrity bubbles act as a shelter and a 
frame, but neither confi nes nor sequesters the platform or performance. further use of tensegrity is explored in the uti-
lization of three-member simplexes to create an ultra-light truss-like network. formed from such lightweight members, it 
is possible for the utilization of the bubble fl ats as a temporary or travelling structure.

this project acts as a study of tensegrity and a foray into potential creative architectural implementations.

bubble fl ats 2008
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bubble fl ats 2008
a view from across the river.  3D models give a sense of the volumes enclosed 

by the bubbles as well as the program layouts held by the fl ats
1/ hidden line perspective// revit/

2/ rendered section// revit x 3DS Max
3/ rendered perspective// revit x 3DS MAX/

erspective - NE
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bubble fl ats 2008
1/ exterior perspective// revit x 3DS MAX
2/ interior perspective// revit x 3DS MAX



west elevation
1:1000

XY block
designing a cultural center with office support in downtown toronto

this building takes the everyday office tower and flips it onto its side
a contextual elevation of the XY block and its references to nearby buildings

1/ west elevation// autoCAD x photoshop 



XY block
1/ figure ground parti// the concept for circulation: intake and infuse/autoCAD x photoshop 

2/ vertical section// autoCAD x photoshop



09F
1:250

10F
1:250

03-06F typical
1:500

07-08F typical
1:500 

XY block
understanding and laying out the public ground 

and the office blocks
1/ floor plans// autoCAD x photoshop 



materials study
1:250

section
at the art gallery
1:250

library + art shop block
1:250

XY block
utilizing different facade materials for each of the three 

blocks - art, public, and office - there forms a visual language 
distinguishing between program groups.

/ building aesthetics studies// autoCAD x photoshop 



conference stairs
1:100

XY block
understanding the overall building aesthetic

/ vignettes// model x photoshop 
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2008
 responsibilites for this portion of the competition involved working with the head architect in constructing numerous iterations of 

models to fi nalize the concept.  further tasks included producing images for the competition presentation.
1+2/ interior and exterior perspectives// photoshop/

3/ physical model// wood x acrylic x matboard/

children’s hospital of philadelphiaPOLSHEK PARTNERSHIP ARCHITECTS +
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silvercup studios 2008
studio vignettes for NBC.  producing images for a presentation with potential NBC clients. 

the today show. NBC news. late night; at silver cup studios.
 /photoshop//




